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FOR RLEASg AT 8:00 P.M. EDST, MAY 10, 1955 

James C«. Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


General J. Lawton Collins, who has been acting as 
President Eisenhower's special representative in Viet- Nam 
since November 2, 1954, will leave Saigon on May fourteenth. 

Following a short period of leave, General Collins 
will resume his duties as Chief of the U. S. Delegation to the 
NATO Standing Group in Washington. 

During General Collins' Special Mission, which had 
been extended at the request of Prime Minister Diem, he assisted 
the Vietnamese Government in the preparation and implementation 
of its economic, military and social programs for the strengthening 
of Free Viet Nam. General Collins also successfully concluded 
arrangements under which the United States, at the request of 
the Government of Viet Nam and with the agreement of the Govern- 
ment of France, has undertaken responsibility for the training 
of Viet-Nam national armed forces, 

Ambassador-Designate G, Frederick Reinhardt, whose 
appointment as Ambassador to Viet Nam was confirmed by the 
Senate April 2Qth, will arrive in Saigon to assume his duties 
about May 20th. 


###### 



Electrostatic reproduction mad - ; 
by the Eisenhower Library f' i 
preservatioi. purposes. 





